362      ST. AUOVSTINK AND HIS AGK
Pelagius and Ctrlestius, and he never, even in the most heated stages of the conflict, descended to the vulgarity and bitterness of Jerome and Orosius. In his earlier letters (140, 143, 157, etc.), sermons (170, 174, 175, etc.), and works, he refrained from mentioning Pelagius and his friend. It was not until Pclagius resorted to undeniable equivocation that he began to attack his person.
It was in 412 that Augustine  wrote  his first work   against   the   new   ideas.     Marcellinus, the religious-minded official who hail presided at the Donatist    conference,   consulted    him    on    the Pelagian   theories   which   he   found   prevalent  in Carthage,  and  he was answered  in  a  work  On (he  Drstr/s  tind Rttitissiun of A'/w.    The  practice of baptizing infants had become one of the most severe  tests of the  new uleas» and  Augustine at once laid down his well-known belief with regard to them,   The unbapti/ed infant will be punished, he says,  but  'very  lightly1;   it cannot  be with Christ, so it  must be with the devil (book i.). When MarcellinuH urges the ethical objection  to this, he says (book  m.)  that he 4 cannot refute their arguments' (he affected to do so later), and can only point  to   the  Scriptures,    Marcellinus